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“With its modern production technology, multiplicity 
and diversity of products with high technical 
specifications, and quality standards offered in local 
and international markets, a variety of lucrative 
investment opportunities are present in Jordan’s 
Agriculture sector.”
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 » Overview of the Agriculture Sector 
in Jordan

Jordan’s agriculture sector is one of the Kingdom’s most competitive sectors that is 
experiencing strong growth and has doubled its contribution to Jordan’s national GDP from 
2.0% to 5.5 % in the past five years. The significant growth is primarily driven by domestic 
demand and demand1 in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, to which Jordan 
enjoys direct market access. With its modern production technology, multiplicity and 
diversity of products with high technical specifications, and quality standards offered in 
local and international markets, a variety of lucrative investment opportunities are present 
in Jordan’s Agriculture sector. 

Jordan enjoys a strong comparative 
advantage in the production of almost all 
types of vegetable crops as well as selected 
tree types. The Jordanian agriculture land 
is of significant importance, with 8.9 million 
dunums2 , divided into three main climatic 
geographical areas. Each geographical area 
offers a different climate, conducive to the 
growth of certain goods; this makes Jordan’s 
Agriculture sector ideal for a wide range of 
natural goods. Jordan’s location in the heart 
of the Middle East not only advantages trade 
opportunities within the MENA region but also 
Europe, Africa and Asia. Competitive labor 
prices and the valuable incentives from the 
government make Jordan a prime destination 
for agricultural investment in the region.
Strong productivity and competitiveness 
of the sector are clearly shown despite its 
relatively small contribution of 5.5% to the 
country’s GDP, equaling US$ 2.3 billion3 
in 2017. The Agriculture sector in Jordan 
employs 15% of the labor force in the country.

The agriculture sector in the Kingdom has 
economic and social dimensions, especially 
in rural areas where the sector is considered 
as a source of income for about 80 thousand 
families in the rural and urban areas. It also 
contributes to providing job opportunities. 

The Organic Agriculture Bylaw (No. 133) 
of 2016 is applicable to “all manufactured 
and non-manufactured organic agricultural 
product, described on the label card, 
advertising materials, or commercial 
documents showing that it is an organic, 
biological, or ecological product subjected 
to the standard metrology”4.  Organic plant 
production is limited to the use of seed and 
plant propagation materials produced in 
accordance with the organic agricultural 
method. Raw materials used in the organic 
agricultural production process may not be 
stored with any other materials not used in 
the organic agriculture. These materials must 
also be transported from one enterprise in 
a manner that prevents the contents from 
changing.5 
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 » Investment Opportunities

The MENA region’s agriculture is characterized by the need to feed fast growing 
populations. The investment opportunities present in Jordan’s Agriculture sector can be 
divided into the five following opportunities:

01. Extraction & Commodity Production

Jordan is blessed with a variety of medical 
and aromatic plants, which typically fits 
Mediterranean diets and health lifestyles for 
which global demand – particularly in Europe - 
is increasing. Moreover, once extracted, these 
local plants can be processed and used in 
spices, seasonings, perfumes, and fragrances. 
It is likely that Jordan will experience an 
expansion of this market, revealing investment 
opportunities. 

02. Livestock

Considerable livestock investment 
opportunities exist with respect to the 
establishment of cattle farms and husbandry of 

sheep and camels for dairy or meat production 
purposes as well as poultry farms for the 
production of eggs and dairy products. The 
natural pasture in Jordan plays an important 
role in supplying livestock with dietary needs. 
Natural pastureland remains the mainstay of 
pastoral food in Jordan which covers 30% of 
the dietary needs.

Source: Department of Statistics and Annual Agriculture 

Surveys, 2017
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03. Agri-Business & Agro-Processing

The Government of Jordan (GoJ) encourages 
the establishment of integrated agro-
industrial societies to promote areas of high 
value-adding, development, and innovation, 
and the importance of linking industrialization 
and sustainable development, thereby taking 
into account environmental, health, and safety 
issues. The agro-processing sector also makes 
up 20% of total exports and has 23.2% intensity. 
With respect to employment, the agro-
processing sector has a share of 13.6%; this is 
7 times larger than the share of employment 
in the agriculture sector6.  Investment 
opportunities are present in the development 
of post-harvest activities for fruit and 
vegetables, as well as adopting an “orchard-to-
market approach” that aggregates production 
and establishes economic packaging, storage, 
and marketing functions. 

Examples include:

• Production of Processing Children’s 
Food (e.g. non-manufactured foodstuffs, 
vegetables, fruits and legumes) by 
composing, freezing, mixing, adding healthy 
vitamins, and packaging and wrapping them 
in a specific and confined space.

• Utilization of date palm by-products in 
the manufacturing of containers and floor 
mats.

• Production of fruit concentrates (e.g. fruit 
jam and pickles). 

• Jordan’s debt-to-GDP ratio has risen from 
65% in 2008 to 95% in 2016. Jordan aims to 
increase the GDP growth by 5% in 2018, with 
the help of a 10% increase in the agriculture 
sector alone. The National Strategy for 

Agricultural Development (NSAD) was 
launched by the Ministry of Agriculture in 
2016 in order to act in accordance with the 
national development efforts of Jordan 
Vision 2025. The key goals of NSAD are: 

1. Increase the agriculture’s share of GDP by 
at least 17%

2. Increase the agriculture’s share of exports 
by 33%

3. Increase irrigation efficiency by expanding 
the area of land irrigated by drip irrigation

04. Agriculture Extension & Services

As the agriculture sector is expected to 
expand over the next coming years, demand 
for agriculture-related services and extension 
will evolve along with it. Promising activities 
for investors include marketing firms focusing 
on promoting agriculture products, consulting 
firms providing agriculture counselling, and 
research and development for enhancing 
attributes of food and beverage products 
as well as agro-processing and agri-business 
methods, techniques, and innovations.  

05. Water

In Jordan, there are currently ten major water 
dams in place giving a total national water 
storage capacity of around 325 million cubic 
meters. It is also possible (upon the availability 
of investments and funding) to build dams 
across flooding areas and valleys which may 
result in doubling water supply. Since 2000, 
USAID’s support in the water sector has totaled 
more than US$700 million7.  Commitment to 
strengthening the water sector in Jordan 
presents many investment opportunities in the 
Agriculture sector. 



 » Why Jordan?

The Kingdom of Jordan is a stable, business-friendly, modern, and prepared location for your 
next engineering, manufacturing, information technology, or life sciences activities in the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. This dynamic nation provides a sound environment 
from which companies can find key talent, business assistance, and a willing Government 
partner who will help enable their growth into the MENA region and beyond.
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Jordan offers a vibrant, innovative, and 
globalized business environment with 
a high ease of doing business at stable, 
competitive, and predictable costs, 
positioning Jordan as the region’s prime 
hub for business operations requiring a 
highly skilled talent pool.

The combination of an abundance 
of venture capital, innovative pool 
of tech-talent, and a sound financial 
sector turn Jordan into an innovative 
ecosystem ready for investors and 
start-ups.

A strategic location together with safety 
and stability, an unparalleled connec-
tivity, and competitive logistics platform 
make Jordan the right place for regional 
logistics and (re)construction.

The Kingdom’s widely recognized 
welcoming and hospitable lifestyle in 
combination with its diverse scenery, 
appealing landscapes, and comfortable 
climates, turn Jordan into a popular 
destination for all kinds of tourism.

Jordan’s comprehensive network of 
free trade and bilateral investment 
agreements features privileged access 
to over 1.5 billion consumers in the 
largest markets around the world.

Free Trade Agreements
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 » Why Jordan for Agriculture?

Jordan’s fertile soil and favorable temperatures enable year-round agriculture production. 

The climate of Jordan varies following the diversity of its landscape. The three geographical 
agricultural regions, the Jordan Valley, the Highlands, and the Eastern Badia Desert, are 
characterized by different climates and support the growth of a vast array of goods. Just over 
12% of Jordan’s territory is used as agriculture land8 of which rain-fed agriculture represents a 
share of 87%, which is a relatively high share compared to other MENA countries. This can be 
related to the variety of Jordan’s agro- ecological and bioclimatic zones, which includes favorable 
conditions such as the Mediterranean climate in Jordan’s west as well as tropical climate and 
availability of irrigation water in the Rift Valley.

JORDAN VALLEY

• The Jordan Valley is the most fertile part of 
the Kingdom, extending from the northern 
border of the Kingdom down to the Dead 
Sea with heights ranging from 220 meters 
below sea level in the north and 407 meters 
below sea level at the Dead Sea. The Jordan 
Valley is characterized by its warmth in 
the winter compared with the rest of the 
Kingdom and enjoys the exclusive advantage 
of early agriculture production, especially 
for vegetables and fruits. Jordan Valley’s 
year- round agriculture climate, fertile soils, 
higher winter rainfall, and extensive summer 
irrigation have made the area the “food bowl 
of Jordan”.9

HIGHLANDS

• The highlands extend from north to south 
in the western part of Jordan, and the Jordan 
Valley separates the eastern desert region. 
The Highlands region ranges between 600-
1500 meters above sea level, receiving the 
largest amount of rain in Jordan and enjoying 
the widest natural vegetation cover. The 
Highlands of Jordan hosts forests of oak and 
pine, as well as pistachio and cinnabar trees. 
Olive, eucalyptus and cedar trees flourish in 
this region as well.

EASTERN BADIA DESERT

• In 2016, the World Bank highlighted 
Jordan’s Badia Deserts as “Ecosystems of 
Opportunity”.10 The World Bank and the Global 
Environment Facility are collaborating on a 
US$3.3 million grant to help the Jordanian 
government create opportunities in Badia 
and restore ecosystems. Initiatives to develop 
strong eco-tourism are also present in the 
region. (e.g. asparagus, green beans, and 
peas) and flowers. Jordan’s strong logistics 
platform allows these agricultural product to 
be quickly and cost-efficiently transported to 
Europe.

01. Transport Capabilities

The agriculture production in Jordan is 
distinguished from countries with similar 
climate and nature because of its land 
transport capabilities with both European and 
GCC markets. These capabilities give Jordanian 
products a preferential advantage over the 
rest of the neighboring countries. Numerous 
crop opportunities are available during the 
off-season in Europe for high-quality exports, 
including fruits (e.g. strawberries, seedless 
table grapes, melons, cherry tomatoes, and 
dates) and vegetables. 

There are multiple compelling reasons that 
agricultural business will succeed in Jordan.
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02. Trade Demand and Efficiency

Because many different crops can thrive in Jordan, the country is self-sufficient in a number of 
vegetables including vegetables, citrus, goat meats, poultry, olives, olive oil, table eggs and fresh 
milk. The Jordanian agriculture exports represented approximately 16.9% of Jordan’s exports in 
2017. The following chart shows agricultural exports and imports in Jordan for 2017:

There are no major obstacles for Jordanian exports to regional and foreign markets, especially 
the Gulf, done by overload transport. This is perceived as a critical location factor by many foreign 
companies that invest in Jordan’s agriculture sector. Additionally, trade with Iraq resumed in the 
last quarter of 2017 across the Karameh-Turaibil border whose reopening would be an opportunity 
to promote bilateral trade and investment, especially as the Iraqi market is a major destination 
for Jordanian exports and a priority for Jordanian industrialists and businessmen. 

The Gulf market is the main importer of Jordan’s production, with 82% of the fruit and vegetables 
imported by Gulf countries. On the other hand, Jordan is a net food-importing country (as 98% 
of consumable items are imported). The domestic demand for agriculture and food products 
continues to grow due to the increasing urbanization and population growth, further boosted by 
a growing number of people migrating to Jordan from neighboring countries. 

03. Government Commitment & Strong Regulatory System

Jordan’s general agriculture sector policy is perceived as one of the most business-friendly in 
the region as it balances the interests of consumers, producers and taxpayers well compared to 
its regional peers. The Agriculture sector plays a significant role in the Government of Jordan’s 
(GoJ’s) initiatives to contribute to environmental, economic, and social development to create 
sustainable agricultural sector enhancements. Jordan’s agriculture market system is supervised 
and regulated by the Jordan Food and Drug Administration (JFDA), which has the mandate 
to accept or reset imported food consignments, and the Jordan Standards and Meteorology 
Organization (JSMO). JSMO has already licensed various local laboratories to test for compliance 
with applicable standards.11
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04. Agriculture Credit Corporation

The Agriculture Credit Corporation is a Governmental entity that provides loans for agriculture 
projects at a reduced interest rate and aims at achieving the integrated agriculture development 
in terms of production and productivity. The Agriculture Credit Corporation offers a number of 
credit programs to support Jordan’s agriculture sector:

• Rural Families Credit Program – Delivery of agriculture loans to the several agriculture 
domains financed by the Agriculture Credit Corporation all over the Kingdom.

• Income Source Diversification Project – Financing small farmers with low incomes in order to 
help them meet better living standards in addition to activating women’s role.

• Project of Food Production Increase – Selling tractors, agriculture equipment, and fertilizers 
to the account of the Ministry of Agriculture in cash and in loans.

• Project of Agriculture Resource Management – Financing for small farmers to improve soil 
maintenance, the use of land and available water resources, and livestock keeping.12 

These credit programs are supplemented by training programs provided by various agriculture 
associations such as Jordan’s exporters and Producers for Fruit and Vegetables (JEPA), Jordanian 
Olive Products Exports Association (JOPEA), Jordan Dates Association, and Jordanian Association 
for Cut-Flowers and Ornamental Plants. 

05. High Quality Agriciltural Infrastructure

Jordan’s Free Zones and Development Zones offer high quality infrastructure and a streamlined 
business operating environment boosted by attractive incentive packages, offering agri-business 
investors corporate income tax exemptions and reductions on profits generated through exports 
in combination with the exemption of customs duties and general sales tax. According to the 
Global Food Index, extremely low volatility of agricultural production, existence of adequate 
crop storage facilities, and agriculture infrastructure are among Jordan’s Agriculture Sector key 
strengths. The Index compares the categories to the global average and assigns a score out of 100 
(100=best). Public Expenditure of Agriculture R&D is 22.5% above the global average, indicating 
the competitiveness of the sector on a global scale.13
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Contact Details 
Main Premises

Fifth Circle: Musa Bin Nusir Street P.O. Box 893

Amman 11821 Jordan

Telephone: +962 (6) 5608400

Fax: +962 (6) 5608416

Email: info@jic.gov.jo

Website: www.jic.gov.jo


